




The Team
RAS BAD (HAWA)
RAS BAD IS A GENERATIVE THEATRE ARTIST, ARTS EDUCATOR AND
DEATH DOULA FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, CURRENTLY BASED IN
NYC. THEY HOLD A BA IN THEATER-PERFORMANCE FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-KANSAS CITY (2015) AND ARE CURRENTLY
WORKING ON THEIR MASTER'S IN ARTS MANAGEMENT AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AT NEW SCHOOL. SOME ORIGINAL WORKS THAT
THEY'RE PROUD OF INCLUDE "BEASTS OF BURDEN," "YOUNG BLACK
VICTORIAN", AND "RETURN TO SELF: A REFLECTION ON PROCESS."

JULIA SPECHT (ANNE// WRITER)
JULIA IS A FICTION WRITER, PLAYWRIGHT, AND ACTOR WHO LIVES IN
BROOKLYN (BY WAY OF MASSACHUSETTS). SHE’S A RECENT
GRADUATE FROM THE FICTION MFA PROGRAM AT CUNY HUNTER, AND
A MEMBER OF YOUNGBLOOD, ENSEMBLE STUDIO THEATRE’S OBIE
AWARD-WINNING GROUP FOR EMERGING PLAYWRIGHTS. SHE IS
CURRENTLY WRITING ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE & MARTYRDOM.

HOLLY SETTOON (CHAR//WRITER)
HOLLY SETTOON IS AN ACTOR AND WRITER BASED IN BROOKLYN. SHE
RECEIVED HER BFA IN THEATRE FROM SOUTHERN METHODIST
UNIVERSITY. SHE LAST APPEARED AT HERE IN THE WORLD PREMIERE
OF "FOR A BRIEF MOMENT I WAS SOMETHING ELSE." RECENT STAGE
CREDITS INCLUDE "A DEVOURING" (DIXON PLACE) AND "I, TOO, AM
FILLED WITH HOPE" (THE SECRET THEATRE). MORE INFORMATION CAN
BE FOUND AT WWW.HOLLYSETTOON.COM

AJ CLAUSS (JOE//WRITER)
AJ CLAUSS IS A WRITER AND PERFORMER FROM SMALL-TOWN
INDIANA. FACT: AJ HATES KARAOKE. WHEN AJ WAS IN FIRST GRADE,
THEIR MUSIC TEACHER LITERALLY NAMED MISS MINOR LEFT A
MESSAGE ON THE FAMILY ANSWERING MACHINE THAT SAID "AJ WILL
NEVER BE A SINGER, THEY HAVE A TERRIBLE VOICE." AJ LISTENED TO
THAT MESSAGE OVER AND OVER UNTIL IT WAS FADED AND WORN-
OUT, AND THEN THEY FOUND NEW WAYS TO USE THEIR TERRIBLE
VOICE. AJ'S CURRENTLY IN DEVELOPMENT ON THE SCREENPLAY
SUPERBLOOM WITH CO-CREATOR JASON SHERWOOD. PLAYS INCLUDE
SALTY (LYRA THEATRE, NYC; REACT THEATRE, SEATTLE; & DESERT
ENSEMBLE THEATRE CO, PALM SPRINGS 2022), HENRY MAKES A BIBLE
(ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION/EST COMMISSION) & WHEN YOU WERE
SMALL. 

http://www.hollysettoon.com/


DYLAN GUERRA (SILO// WRITER)
IS A GAY, LATINX, NEW YORK CITY-BASED ARTIST ORIGINALLY FROM
MIAMI, FLORIDA. HE IS A CURRENT MEMBER OF EST/YOUNGBLOOD, ARS
NOVA'S PLAYGROUP, AND P73'S INTERSTATE-73. YOU CAN CATCH HIM
AS THE HOST OF AMC'S “FEAR HQ” ON TWITCH. YOU CAN ALSO CHECK
OUT HIS SOLO-SHOW "FIND HIM" PERIODICALLY AT ARS NOVA.  OTHER
CREDITS AT HERE INCLUDE "FOR A BRIEF MOMENT I WAS SOMETHING
ELSE" AND "LET'S HAVE A SEANCE"  HIS FILM "OTHER GAY DEMONS" IS
CURRENTLY IN DEVELOPMENT. BFA: SOUTHERN METHODIST
UNIVERSITY.

IFE OLUJOBI (WRITER)
IFFE OLUJOBI (SHE/THEY) IS A BROOKLYN-BASED NIGERIAN AMERICAN
PLAYWRIGHT, SCREENWRITER, AND EDITOR FROM COLUMBIA,
MARYLAND. SHE IS A 2020-22 RESIDENT ARTIST AT ARS NOVA, A 2019-
20 NEW VOICES FELLOW AT THE LARK, A MEMBER OF THE OBIE-
WINNING YOUNGBLOOD AT ENSEMBLE STUDIO THEATRE, AN ALUMNUS
OF BOTH THE 2018-19 EMERGING WRITERS GROUP AT THE PUBLIC
THEATER AND THE 2020 SUNDANCE INSTITUTE THEATRE LAB, AN
INAUGURAL PROJECT NUMBER ONE ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE AT SOHO
REP., AND THE RECIPIENT OF A 2020 SLOAN FOUNDATION COMMISSION
FROM MANHATTAN THEATRE CLUB. THEIR PLAY JORDANS WON A
SPECIAL COMMENDATION FROM THE 2021 SUSAN SMITH BLACKBURN
PRIZE, AND THEIR PLAYS INCLUDE SMOKE, MARKETPLACE, COLOR GIRLS
AND OTHERS. THEIR WORK HAS BEEN SEEN AT THE PUBLIC, ENSEMBLE
STUDIO THEATRE, CHARITY RANDALL THEATER, BISHOP ARTS THEATER
CENTER, AND MORE. SHE IS ALSO THE FOUNDER AND EDITOR OF
TOWNIES ZINE, MANAGING EDITOR OF THE SUPPLEMENTS AT SOHO REP,
AND A FORMER ASSISTANT EDITOR AT THE CRITERION COLLECTION.
THEY RECEIVED THEIR BFA IN DRAMATIC WRITING FROM NYU’S TISCH
SCHOOL OF THE ARTS IN 2016.

LAURA DUPPER (DIRECTOR)
LAURA DUPPER IS A NYC BASED DIRECTOR ORIGINALLY FROM
TENNESSEE. SHE RECEIVED HER BFA FROM SOUTHERN METHODIST
UNIVERSITY WHERE SHE WAS AWARDED THE GARLAND WRIGHT
AWARD FOR DIRECTING. SHE HAS WORKED AT DALLAS THEATER
CENTER, SIGNATURE THEATRE, SECOND STAGE THEATER, AND LCT3;
SHE HAS ALSO WORKED WITH PLAYWRIGHTS REALM, BARRINGTON
STAGE, P73. SHE MOST RECENTLY ASSISTED LILA NEUGEBAUER ON
MORNING SUN AT MTC, AND WILL BE WORKING ON THE RETURN OF
THE MINUTES ON BROADWAY, IN THE SPRING OF 2022.



EMILY CLARKSON (LIGHTING DESIGN)
ABOVE ANYTHING ELSE, EMILY IS PURSUING WORK THAT IS SEEKING TO
UPROOT DORMANCY, AND MAKE THE DIFFERENCE THAT ONLY ART CAN.
SHE IS AN NYC BASED FREELANCE LIGHTING DESIGNER WHO WAS
RECENTLY LISTED AS ONE OF LDI MAGAZINE’S “30 UNDER 30 EMERGING
DESIGNERS”. PAST CREDITS INCLUDE: THEATRESQUARED'S VIETGONE,
FEIGNED COURTESANS AT THE NEW SCHOOL, BETH MORRISON
PROJECT'S NEXT GENERATION OPERA, AND 10,000 BALCONIES WITH
KHOLOUD SAWAF. SHE IS THRILLED TO BE A PART OF MELT DOWN.

CAROLINE ENG (SOUND DESIGN)

CAROLINE IS A NEW YORK-BASED THEATRICAL SOUND DESIGNER AND
ENGINEER, ORIGINALLY FROM WINCHESTER, MA. SHE IS PRIMARILY A
DESIGNER AND ASSISTANT DESIGNER FOR PLAYS ON OFF- AND OFF-
OFF-BROADWAY, WITH THE OCCASIONAL MUSICAL OR DANCE SHOW.
CAROLINE GRADUATED FROM FORDHAM COLLEGE AT LINCOLN CENTER
WITH A BA IN ENGLISH AND THEATRE.

CAROLINE IS THE MOM OF A BLACK CAT NAMED NOSFERATU AND
LIFELONG VISUAL ARTIST, WRITER, AND MUSICIAN.
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